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Abigail Lockhart, an
art student at Shep-
herd University draws
a chalk mural in a
professional space at
ChalkFest Saturday in
Reston Town Center.

Running, Walking to Heal
News, Page 3

Music of Hope and Inspiration
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ChalkFest Brings Public Art
To Reston Town Center
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ChalkFest Brings Public Art
To Reston Town Center
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Entertainment

By David Siegel

The Connection

E
xpect to hear thoughtful
and creative songs about
a love for humanity, jus-

tice and environmental conscious-
ness,” said Quetzal Flores about
the upcoming performance of the

musical group Quetzal at Reston’s
CenterStage. The group aims to
provide “a regenerative sense of
hope and inspiration.”

Flores went on to say that the
“Quetzal musical style is a blend
of Mexican and American folk. We
are particularly influenced by
Black music from both cultures.”

For those not familiar with
Quetzal, it is a bilingual (Spanish-
English) musical group that began
in East Los Angeles, Calif. Quetzal
is known for creative tunes that
aim to have listeners want to
dance and think about community
activism for positive social change.

“Art and culture in general,
stimulates and incites creative and
critical thought,” said Flores. “Our
intention is never to bombard folks
with messages, but to present lived
realities in hopes that we can build
points of connection.”

Connecting music directly to stir
social activism, Flores noted that
“It’s an endless cycle of reciproc-
ity. The more we mirror real life
and imaginary experiences the
more we feel nods of validation
that in turn gives us permission to
continue.”

As an example of Quetzal lyrics,
Flores spoke of a recently released
song titled “The Eternal Getdown.”
The song asks “beyond the picket,
the boycott and the trend that will
soon be abated. That all of these
deaths are interrelated. Ferguson,
Emmit, Guerrero, and Brown.
How do we initiate our people into
the Eternal Getdown?”

Flores went on to note, “In other
words how do we get to the point
where our humanity can thrive in
the face of brutality? How do we
look to what exists in our commu-
nities already to build a perpetual
state of ‘Getting Down’ or ‘Being
Down?’”

For Flores she would like
CenterStage audiences to be curi-
ous about the music, message and
social activism of Quetzal.

“I chose Quetzal to open the
2017-2018 Professional Touring
Artists Series because they create
a great balance between art and
activism,” said Paul Douglas
Mischnewicz, Arts & Events Direc-
tor, Reston Community Center.
“Their music is delightfully spir-
ited and when you listen carefully
to their lyrics, they bring up im-
migration issues that affect all of
us.” The Quetzal performance is
part of the Reston Community
Center’s celebration of Hispanic
American Heritage Month. The
month pays tribute to Hispanic
Americans who have influenced and
enriched the nation and society.

Music of Hope and Inspiration
Quetzal to perform at Reston’s CenterStage.

Where & When
Reston Community Center/

CenterStage presents Quetzal at the
Hunters Woods Village Center, 2310
Colts Neck Road, Reston. Performance:
Sunday, Oct. 1 at 3 p.m. Tickets $20-
$30. Call 703-476-4500 or visit
www.restoncommunitycenter.com

“

Musical Group Quetzal.
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

Entertainment

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Reston Farm Market, Saturdays,

through Dec. 9, 8 a.m. - Noon, Lake
Anne Village Center, 11401 North
Shore Drive, SNAP accepted, bonus
dollar program. (CLOSED for
Multicultural Festival Sept. 23)

Herndon Farm Market, Thursdays
through Nov. 9, 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.,
Old Town Herndon, 700 Block of
Lynn St., by the Red Caboose. SNAP
accepted, bonus dollar program.

Jazz in the City Exhibit. Various
times at ArtSpace Herndon, 750
Center St., Herndon. Kristine Keller
and Robert Gilbert paint with an
interest in New York. Call 703-956-
9560 or visit
www.artspaceherndon.com.

All-comers’ Group Fun Run at
Potomac River Running.
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Reston
Town Center, 11900 Market St.,
Reston. For beginners or competitive
runners, come out for a fun, low-key
run that is safe and social. Call 703-
689-0999 potomacriverrunning.com.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 20
“Mean to Be.” 7 p.m. in the Jo Ann

Rose Gallery at Reston Community
Center Lake Anne. The Reston
Historic Trust & Museum presents
“Meant to Be: How Reston Almost
Wasn’t” with Timothy Beatley. Free.
Seating is limited, reservations are
welcome. Contact 703-709- 7700 or
restonmuseum@gmail.com for more
information or to RSVP.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 21
Food for Kids Community Packing

Event. 10-11:30 a.m. in Room 6 at
at Dominion Energy, 3072
Centreville Road, Herndon. Email
LynnieB517@verizon.net or visit
www.northernvirginia.assistanceleague.org.

Lunch Bunch Thursdays. 11:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. at Reston Town Center,
11900 Market St., Reston. BYO lunch
and see different entertainment in
the Pavilion at Fountain Square each
week. Rain or shine. Visit
restontowncenter.com.

Fashion Tip Thursdays. 5:30 and
7:30 p.m. at Reston Town Center,
11900 Market St., Reston. This week,
Victorian collars and accents. Call
571-526-4185 or visit
restontowncenter.scoutandmollys.com.

Third Thursdays Art Crawl. 6 p.m.
750 Center Street, Herndon.
ArtSpace exhibits art throughout
Herndon. Free. Go to
www.artspaceherndon.org.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 22

Storm Victim Donations. 8 a.m.-4
p.m. at Tall Oaks Assisted Living,
12052 North Shore Drive. A special
collection day for much needed
supplies. Call 703-834-9800.

Lullabye a Lamb. 7-8 p.m. at Frying
Pan Farm Park, 2709 West Ox Road,
Herndon. Come to Kidwell Farm at
Frying Pan Farm Park to see the
bedtime routine for the park’s farm
animals. Bring a flashlight or lantern
for this twilight tour of the park and
see how animals on a farm settle
down for the night. $8. Call 703-437-
9101 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/fryingpanpark/.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 23
Reston Multicultural Festival. 11

a.m.-6 p.m. at Lake Anne Plaza. A
celebration of the diversity and
community spirit that is found in
Reston, featuring music,
entertainment, dress, food, and
cultural treasures from all over the
world. Everyone is encouraged to
dress in attire from their own cultural
roots. All ages. Free. Rain or shine.
Visit
www.restoncommunitycenter.com.

Lullabye a Lamb. 7-8 p.m. at Frying
Pan Farm Park, 2709 West Ox Road,
Herndon. Come to Kidwell Farm at
Frying Pan Farm Park to see the
bedtime routine for the park’s farm
animals. Bring a flashlight or lantern
for this twilight tour of the park and
see how animals on a farm settle
down for the night. $8. Call 703-437-
9101 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/fryingpanpark/.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 24
Walk to End Alzheimer’s. 1:30-5

p.m. at Reston Town Center, 11900
Market St., Reston. Join in and unite
in a movement with the Alzheimer’s
Association Register at 703-359-4440
or samartey@alz.org alz.org/walk.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 27
Senior Movie Day. 10 a.m. at Bow Tie

Cinemas in Reston Town Center,
11900 Market St., Reston. Reston
Association presents the feature film,
“The Circle.” Refreshments and door
prizes provided prior to movie. Free
to 55+. Information at
Ashleigh@reston.org, 703-435-6530,
or reston.org.

Used Books and Media Sale. 10
a.m.-8 p.m. at the Reston Regional
Library, 11925 Bowman Towne
Drive, Reston. Friends night, sale
runs through Sept. 27. Prices start at
$.50. Visit restonlibraryfriends.com.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 28
Lunch Bunch Thursdays. 11:30 a.m.-

1:30 p.m. at Reston Town Center,
11900 Market St., Reston. BYO lunch
and see different entertainment in

the Pavilion at Fountain Square each
week. Rain or shine. Visit
restontowncenter.com.

Fashion Tip Thursdays. 5:30 and
7:30 p.m. at Reston Town Center,
11900 Market St., Reston. This week,
Formal Velvet. Call 571-526-4185 or
visit
restontowncenter.scoutandmollys.com.

SUNDAY/OCT. 1
Quetzel in Concert. 3 p.m. at

CenterStage. Hunters Woods Village
Center, 2310 Colts Neck Rd, Reston.
East Side musicians committed to
continuing the legacy of 70-plus

years of Chicano Rock. $20 Reston/
$30 Non-Reston. Call 877-775-3462.

SATURDAY/OCT. 7
Mucca Pazza in Concert. 3 p.m. at

CenterStage. Hunters Woods Village
Center, 2310 Colts Neck Rd, Reston.
Mucca Pazza has appeared on Late
Night with Conan O’Brien and NPR’s
Tiny Desk Concerts. $20 Reston/$30
Non-Reston. Call 877-775-3462.

SUNDAY/OCT. 8
Meet the Artists Reception. 2-4 p.m.

at the Jo Ann Rose Gallery at Lake

Anne Community Center, 1609-A
Washington Plaza, Reston. “Stolen
Moments” exhibit by the League of
Reston Artists’ runs from Oct. 2-30.
Visit www.leagueofrestonartists.org.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 11
Adult Coloring Session. 7 p.m. at

Reston Library, 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive, Reston. “Color Me
Happy,” release the inner artist. Call
703-689-2700 or visit
librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov.

DEADLINE OCT. 13
Herndon Good Neighbor.

Nominations are currently being
accepted for the 2017 award for a
neighbor that’s gone above and
beyond. Call 703/435-6800 X2084 or
e-mail information@herndon-va.gov.

SATURDAY/OCT. 14
16th Annual Reston Home Tour.

10 a.m.-5 p.m. Featuring six private
homes in throughout Reston. Tickets:
before Oct. 7, $25; Oct. 7-14 and
online $30. Group discounts. Tickets
available at Reston Museum,
Appalachian Spring. GRACE,
Chesapeake Chocolates and The
Wine Cabinet at North Point. Call
703-709-7700 or visit
restonmuseum.org.

Meet the Author. 2 p.m. at Reston
Library, 11925 Bowman Towne
Drive, Reston. Local author and
paranormal investigator Rob Gutro
will present his “Double Murder
Ghost Investigation” and talk about
his book, “Lessons Learned From the
Dead.” Adults, teens. Call 703-689-
2700 or visit
librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov.

MONDAY/OCT. 16
Photography Exhibit. 7:30–9:30 p.m.

in Room 6 at the Reston Community
Center Hunters Woods, 2310 Colts
Neck Road, Reston. The Reston
Photographic Society invites
photography enthusiasts of all skill
levels to attend meetings on the third
Monday of the month. Visit
www.leagueofrestonartists.org.

THURSDAY/OCT. 19
Third Thursdays Art Crawl. 6 p.m.

750 Center Street, Herndon.
ArtSpace exhibits art throughout
Herndon. Free. Go to
www.artspaceherndon.org.

OCT. 26-29
Washington West Film Festival.

Various times at Bow Tie Cinemas,
11940 Market St., Reston Town
Center. Variety of independent films.
Visit wwfilmfest.com.

Art Show
ValeArts Fall Art Show, Sept. 29-Oct. 1, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, Sunday at Vale School-
house, 3124 Fox Mill Road, Oakton. The nine artists of
ValeArts will present “Transformations,” an exhibit of
more than 150 works of local art. Call 703-860-1888.
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Real Estate Real Estate

Centreville,VA     Level Condo $198,900

 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths

www.BeatrizHomes.com
(571) 1- 807

Multi-Million 
Dollar Club

Beatriz Flores
Realtor

Classified
To Advertise in This Paper, Call by Monday 11:00 am 703-778-9411

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN’S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 

FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703- 41-0790

theschefers@cox.net

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements
Announcements Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Sodexo Operations, LLC trading as 

Sodexo Operations, LLC, 11600 American 
Dreamway, Reston, Fairfax VA 0190 . The 

above establishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOL-

IC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for a 
Mixed Beverage Caterer license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic beverages. Lorna 
Donatone, President. NOTE: Objections 
to the issuance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 30 days 

required newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be registered at www.

abc.virginia.gov or 800-55 -3 00.

Legals

Bel-Air House of Silver                                                                  
   3585 Overland Drive, Suite 11 , Sterling, VA                                                    

(5 minutes from Dulles Airport, 10 minutes from Route 50 and Loudoun County 
Parkway)

Mondays 10am-4pm 

(703)665- 460 
www.belairhouseofsilver.com 

(now open in three locations)

Silver & Brass Restoration
Polishing, Plating & Repair

Does your Grandmother’s 

silver tea set need polishing 

or replating?
Let the experts restore your 

tarnished, broken and worn heir-

candelabras, hollowware, tortoise 
shell combs, samovars, trophies, 

brass beds ... and more.

Restoration Restoration

Sports

By Shirley Ruhe

The Connection

D
espite forecasts of post-
Hurricane showers,
things rolled along in

bright sun at the Northern Virginia
Senior Olympics bocce competi-
tion on Thursday, Sept. 14. Nine-
teen competitors in five age groups
from 50-99 are signed up at Green
Acres Senior Center in Fairfax.
Competitors and onlookers sat at
picnic tables munching donuts and
drinking water to cool down as
they waited for the competition to
begin.

Ninety-two-old Henry Coletto
from Oakton, the oldest competi-
tor, has no one in his age group
for competition so he was paired with Sonny Caputo
from Springfield in the 80-89 age group. Caputo says
this is his first Senior Olympics although he is play-
ing in the regular bocce league.

Coletto’s regular league partner, Nicholas Garito
of Fairfax, is also competing. “Henry and I had a
tough year.

We came from last place to third place,” Garito
said, adding he got the bocce program started 10
years ago and convinced the Lions Club to build the

court five years ago.
Coletto says he lived in Massa-

chusetts for 82 years and then four
of his children who live around
here “kidnapped me and brought
me here.” He had driven to the
competition from Oakton. He said,
“My children don’t believe I should
drive too much anymore.”

Robena Reid of Lorton and Lynn
Thompson of Fairfax started out
with the women’s 55-59 competi-
tion. Reid says she is kind of a nov-
ice, and Thompson says this is her
first tournament, and she has prac-
ticed twice. Pink balls, blue balls,
back and forth.

Charlie Perla, bocce ref, said,
“Here we go measuring again.
Blue is closer and touching. No,

no, no it’s red.” He adds, “Get out the dollar bill.”
The test of touching is whether you can get a dollar
bill between the balls. “I can’t believe it: did they
both get gold?” He measures again and the final re-
sult is Reid wins by one inch.

Herb Levitan of Arlington plays one of the later
competitions. He says he is registered in 27 events
this year but may not be able to do a couple of them
on Saturday since he is also organizing a table ten-
nis match at the same time.

Senior Olympics Rolls Along
Green Acres Senior Center hosts bocce competition.

Henry Coletto, Oakton, the
oldest bocce competitor,
waiting for his game.
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Our long, local, overnight nightmare is
almost over. By the date this column publishes:
Sept. 20, 2017, I will, for the first time in nearly
nine weeks, not had to have snaked down in
the dark, our “turny-twisty” and narrow 150-
year-old staircase to walk from the upstairs
master bedroom to the downstairs and only
usable commode. Though the renovation of
this upstairs bathroom is not entirely complete
nor ready for primetime (it is mostly usable as
the water is now running and flushing), the
demolition/renovation process apparently must
go on/adhere to a schedule so, on Tuesday,
Sept. 19 the downstairs bathroom, with all its
fully functioning amenities will come under the
sledge hammer – among other tools, and pro-
vide no further use until on or about Oct. 24.

This heretofore (“Good Will Hunting”) logis-
tical challenge has not presented too many dif-
ficulties for my wife, Dina. But given that I’m a
male of a certain age, quite the opposite has
been true for me. Once or twice and occasion-
ally even more per overnight depending upon
how late and how much I’ve had to eat or
drink before bedtime, I’ll need to visit the bath-
room to attend to some very personal business.
To be clear, the ‘challenge’ to which I refer is
getting to the bathroom, not starting and/or fin-
ishing what I intended once I get there.
Moreover, when the task at hand has been
completed, of course I need to retrace my steps
– usually in the dark, and walk back upstairs.
Though not nearly as difficult as walking down-
stairs; nevertheless, at the time I am going
down and back up, in the middle of the night,
my vision might not so readily acclimate and
my balance is, let’s just say: inconsistent, espe-
cially when trying to avoid the miscellaneous
bathroom-remodeling boxes staged in the living
room on the very route I must travel.

Needless to say, having this nightly nonsense
come to an end is most definitely a column
worth writing. Not necessarily to self-indulge
anymore than usual but more so to amuse you
regular readers and possibly even prepare you
for your own in-home renovation. And consid-
ering that this renovation is our first – and we
have minimal experience with these matters, I
thought it useful to write it forward and perhaps
share a less-than-obvious impact of taking the
one-and-only-on-the-same-floor bathroom out
of service. Sinks, mirrors and shower/tub issues
notwithstanding, all of which can be withstood
and endured with the reorientation to the
downstairs bathroom, the commode issue, con-
sidering its unpredictability, naturally trumps all
other real or imagined difficulties.

Though the upstairs bathroom is incomplete
and lacking multiple finishing elements, its
transformation so far is incredible – to our eyes.
I’ll spare you any details because that really
would be self-indulgent and not at all the point
of this column. But the two months or so it will
have taken for the upstairs bathroom to
become operational again and the nightly effect
it’s had on me appears to have been worth the
wait.

As concerns the downstairs bathroom, we
are now ready, willing and able to integrate its
destruction into our routine. Given that it is
more of a powder room than a master-type
bathroom – though it will include a shower-
only enclosure, no longer will it be my twice-
nightly destination. In addition, I am looking
forward to its transformation because the
interim process will not prevent me from going
anywhere I regularly go nor inconveniencing
my wife, Dina, when she readies for work in
the morning.

Monitoring its progress will be more of a
curiosity than a calamity, since, in my mind,
there will be no sense of urgency about the
pace of this project as there had been with the
upstairs bathroom because my bathroom access
will not be affected in the least. And in the
most, I am extraordinarily grateful – and
relieved.

Talking the
WalkBusiness Directory

To Advertise Your Business, Call Karen at 703-778-9422
WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

LANDSCAPING

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst mis-

takes that can be made in his subject 
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at
least two weeks before event.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 22
Storm Victim Donations. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at Tall

Oaks Assisted Living, 12052 North Shore Drive.
A special collection day for much needed
supplies. Call 703-834-9800 for more.

IN-PERSON, TV DEBATES
The League of Women Voters of the Fairfax

Area (LWVFA) will hold four in-person forums
and three televised forums for the public and the
press to learn about the candidates who are
running for election to the Virginia House of
Delegates. The League invited all certified
candidates campaigning for office in their
respective districts. At the in-person forums,
question-and-answer sessions will be followed
by an opportunity for informal conversations
with individual candidates. The public and press
are encouraged to attend. For more information
about the candidates’ priorities and positions,
visit www.vote411.org.

In-person forums:
❖ Thursday, Sept. 28 at 7 p.m. at Providence

Community Center: 3001 Vaden Drive, Fairfax.
❖ Wednesday, Oct. 25 at 7:30 p.m. at Sully

Government Center: 4900 Stonecroft Blvd.,
Chantilly.

The televised forums at Fairfax County Public
Access are on Channel 10 or livestreamed on
YouTube “Inside Scoop Livestream.” The public
can submit questions by email to
theinsidescooptv@gmail.com or call 571-749-
1142 between 7-8:30 p.m. Tune in on:
Monday, Sept. 11 at 8 p.m.; Monday, Sept.
18 at 8 p.m.; and Monday, Oct. 2 at 8 p.m.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 30
Reston Community Yard Sale. 8:30 a.m. at

1900 Campus Commons Drive (corner of
Sunrise Valley Drive and Wiehle Avenue). 85
families will be selling a variety of items for a
new home or a college dorm. Call 703-435-6577
for more.

TUESDAY/OCT. 3
Community Emergency Response Team

Training. There are two sessions each week on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 p.m.-10:30 p.m., at
432 Van Buren Street in Herndon. Classes run
until October 26. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
fr/cert/cert.htm form more.

TUESDAY/OCT. 10
Finances Lecture. 2 p.m. at Reston Library,

11925 Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. Financial
advisor, Monica Mason, will present “Rock Your
Runway: Financial Fitness For Women” for
women on how to get and stay financially fit.
Call 703-689-2700 or visit
librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov.

MONDAY/NOV. 6
Capital Area Franchise Fair. 8:30 a.m.-12:30

p.m. at Reston Association Conference Center,
12001 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston. Provides
help and education for entrepreneurs interested
in exploring franchise ownership options that
best fit their financial, professional and personal
goals. $35 ($49 at the door). Visit
www.capitalfranchiseshow.com

ONGOING
RSVP, a volunteer network for seniors seeking

service opportunities in and around Fairfax
County, Arlington County and the City of
Alexandria, offers a wide array of opportunities
for volunteers 55 and older. RSVP volunteers
enjoy flexible schedules, free accident and
liability insurance while serving, optional
mileage and meal reimbursement and are
invited to volunteer group projects and social
gatherings. To sign up for an upcoming
orientation, email Carly Hubicki at
chubicki@volunteerfairfax.org or call RSVP at
703-403- 5360. To learn more about RSVP, visit
www.rsvpnova.org.

Master Gardener Training. The Fairfax County
Master Gardener Association offers plant clinics,
home turf training or speakers for homeowner’s
meetings. Fees vary. Visit fairfaxgardening.org
or call MG Help Desk at 703-324-8556 for more.

Bulletin
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By Colin Stoecker

The Connection

S
aturday was Chalk Fest in Reston
Town Center, where families, pro-
fessional artists, and anyone want
ing to make chalk art on the streets

could register for a spot to decorate the
Town Center. The event was led by Public
Art Reston and sponsored locally as a
fundraiser to create more public art in
Reston. “ChalkFest is similar to an event
held by Savannah College of Art and De-
sign where art students can draw on the
street,” said Anne Delaney, Executive Direc-
tor of Public Art Reston.

The event has been going on for four years
and the turnout this year reflects that it’s
been catching on with the public as well as
professional artists.

“We have developed a sense of commu-
nity here with the artists. There is a spirit
of sharing and supporting each other, like
being kind and sharing chalk,” said Delaney.

Professional artists couple Phil Erickson,
a former Reston resident, and Penny Hauffe
worked side by side at the ChalkFest Satur-
day. “The fest is fun, just regular people get
to stop and chat, it’s about people who ap-
preciate art!” said Hauffe who is in her
fourth year participating in the event.

“There’s also something fun about using
chalk in a public place,” she said.

“I have fun hanging out with the other
artists. It’s like building sand castles at the
beach, it’s temporary art for the public,” said
Erickson.

“We’ve had some good turnout online and
new professional artists and new skills,” said
Abbie Funling, a Reston resident and pro-
gram assistant with Public Art Reston.

ChalkFest had 100-120 registrations this
year, and two or three times as many people
were expected to show up Saturday. There

Teresa Decarmen, Web and Graphic Artist at Reston Community Center and
Bebe Nguyen, Director of Communications at Reston Community Center
draw a chalk portrait at ChalkFest Saturday in Reston Town Center.

Abigail Lockhart, an art student at Shepherd University draws a chalk
mural in a professional space at ChalkFest Saturday in Reston Town
Center.

ChalkFest Brings Public Art to Reston Town Center
Professional artists,
individuals and
families shared chalk
art on the streets.

Artists Phil Erickson, a former Reston resident, and
Penny Hauffe worked side by side Saturday at the
ChalkFest in Reston Town Center.

Artist Phil Erickson, a
former Reston resident,
observes his semi-completed
mural at ChalkFest Saturday
in Reston Town Center.

News

Anne Delaney, Executive
Director of Public Art
Reston showcases one
of the registration bags
for participants at
ChalkFest Saturday in
Reston Town Center
when they sign up. Each
bag contains chalk.

Children partici-
pate in ChalkFest

Saturday in Reston
Town Center.

Photos by

Colin Stoecker

The Connection

was an audience choice award as well as
an official judging. Professional artists had
the largest chalk art spaces. Awards were
given out for best in professional, amateur,
and families and children.


