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PUBLIC ART 
CENTERPIECE
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When the much-
anticipated 
Dogwood Pool 
reopens May 11 
after a complete, 

almost three-year renovation, 
pool-goers will be greeted with 
a greatly improved and much 
more aesthetically beautiful 
recreational facility. Among the 
key features of this renovation are 
a 25-meter lap pool with diving 
well and board, play pool with 
bench, accessible spray-and-play 
water feature (available April-
October outside the pool fence), 
improved pathways, and a picnic 
pavilion with grills and tables.  
Add to all this another exceptional 
feature — a mosaic-clad fountain, 
a commissioned public artwork 
created via a fruitful partnership 
between Reston Association (RA) 
and the Initiative for Public Art-
Reston (IPAR).  

A true cynosure, the prominently 
situated fountain functions as a 
visual centerpiece of the renewed 
facility and an aesthetic object 
of interest even when the pool is 
not in operation. It also is a joyful 
embodiment of an IPAR objective. 

In its Public Art Master Plan, 
adopted in December 2008, 
IPAR states: “Reston’s parks and 
recreation facilities are some of 
the community’s most treasured 
places for which members of 
the community feel a strong 
connection and ownership. Artists 
can play a role in enhancing these 
important community assets — 
existing, proposed, imagined 
— strengthening the way they 
impact Reston’s visual identity and 
writing new chapters in the legacy 
of Reston’s ‘hidden treasures.’ ”

The IPAR Public Art Master 
Plan specifically references the 
Dogwood Pool renovation as an 
“immediate opportunity” to add 
to Reston’s public art places. 
This special work of interactive 
public art — replete with vibrant 
colors and jubilant visual motion 
— was created by artist Valerie 
Theberge, who created IPAR’s first 
Reston project, the mosaic at the 
Glade underpass. 

Theberge, whose proposal 
competed for the project 
against two other artists, all with 
distinctively different concepts, 
said recently, “I wanted to build 
thematically on what we had done 
at the underpass… the essence 
of what I was trying to interpret 
about Reston in visual form.”

As with the underpass project, 
Theberge, a veteran of 
collaborative public art projects 
all around the world, said she was 
drawn not only by Reston’s beauty, 
pioneering and entrepreneurial 
spirit and strong sense of 
community, but also by its history 
of commitment to public art as an 
essential way of life.

“VITALITY IS THE 
BEST WORD,” SHE 
MUSED. “THAT 
WAS THE THEME I  
WAS TRYING TO 
CATCH.”

– Valerie Theberge

LEARN MORE 
ABOUT IPAR
The Initiative for Public Art-Reston 
(IPAR) is a group of civic leaders who 
represent Reston's key community 
organizations. It seeks to inspire an 
ongoing commitment to public art and 
create a new generation of artworks 
in Reston. IPAR imagines public art 
throughout Reston that is world-
renowned, inspires the community, 
and engages the mind and senses.   
In 2008, IPAR adopted a Master 
Plan that outlines a vision for public 
art in Reston, key opportunities for 
new projects, and an action plan 
for success. IPAR is a 501(c)(3) tax 
exempt, not-for-profit organization. 
Visit www.publicartreston.org or 
call 703-476-9797 to find out more 
about the Initiative for Public Art-
Reston — its mission and future 
plans — or to get involved.

Interactive Fountain Adds Dynamic, Joyful  
New Feature to Renovated Dogwood Pool

AROUND RESTON * 
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(From left to right) The 
reflecton of Larry Butler 
and Laura Kowalski over 

the newly renovated 
Dogwood Pool.
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“Vitality is the best word,” she 
mused. “That was the theme I  
was trying to catch.”

"The joy of working collaboratively 
also is a rewarding aspect of this 
public art project," Theberge 
noted. For the underpass, 
completed in 2010, she worked 
closely with students and parents 
at Hunters Woods Elementary 
School for the Arts & Science. 
For the Dogwood fountain, she 
worked closely with a team 
of people from the Reston 
Association as well as an architect, 
structural engineer, general 
contractor and fabricator, who did 
the enormously difficult job of 

creating the mold for Theberge’s 
design and the weighty sculptural 
base on which she could place  
the mosaic. 

Complementing and surrounding 
the fountain also are three short 
concrete walls inset with Theberge 
mosaics that function as benches.

“THERE WAS A 
LOT OF BACK AND 
FORTH WITH THE 
PEOPLE AT RA; A 
LOT OF THOUGHT 
WENT INTO HOW TO 
MAKE IT DYNAMIC, 
INTERACTIVE, 
SAFE AND WITHIN 
BUDGET.”

– Valerie Theberge

Theberge enthused, “There was 
a lot of back and forth with the 
people at RA. A lot of thought 
went into how to make it dynamic, 
interactive, safe and within 
budget. I worked with a lot of 
experienced people, a wonderful 
team, who made it come to 
fruition. I had so much trust in 
them. It was a real feat.”  

Creating such a large-scale, 
three-dimensional work (2,500 
pounds in weight, 10-feet in 
length, of which seven-feet is 
above ground) was a particularly 
exciting new challenge for her as 
an artist, Theberge said, singling 
out, among others, the fountain’s 
fabricator and fellow artist, Steven 
R. Jones, of D.C. Glassworks and 
a professor of 3-D design and 
metal casting at the University of 
Maryland, College Park.

“This was a big learning curve,” 
Theberge said, adding “my work is 
usually so solo; it was exciting to 
learn so much from other people.”

A member of the team who 
helped to make all this happen, 
Larry Butler, RA director of Parks 
and Recreation, fully appreciates 

the complex “orchestration” 
required to construct Dogwood’s 
new fountain and the aesthetic 
addition the work makes to 
Reston’s public art landscape. 
However, equally important, 
Butler suggested, is simply that it 
is “fun.”

“Interaction will be encouraged. 
It is part of the vitality of the site,” 
Butler said, explaining how the 
fountain shoots interactive, four-  
to six-feet-high jets of water from 
its splash pad. And if someone 
stands on one pop jet, the others 
will rush up higher.

“Some dads and moms and other 
kids might get ambushed,” he 
warned with a laugh. “There are all 
kinds of possibilities.”

Butler credits Laura Kowalski, 
RA’s aquatics program manager, 
with being one of the fountain’s 
earliest and strongest proponents. 
“Wouldn’t it be great to have [an 
interactive] fountain for those who 
don’t swim; everybody likes to 
stay cool,” he recalled her saying. 

Left: The centerpiece of the 
interactive fountain. Top 
right: Valerie Theberge, the 
artist behind the art piece 
at Dogwood Pool. Bottom 
middle: The ceramic pieces are 
organized on sheets before 
being placed on the concrete 
sculpture. Bottom right: Valerie 
meticulously places each 
ceramic color to create the 
artwork she envisions.
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“Good day in 
the morning!”
In Memoriam — Dan Warfield  
2012 Employee of the Year

Reston Association’s 2012 Employee of 
the Year, Dan Warfield, passed away in late 
December 2012.  Here he is both honored 
and remembered as one of RA’s longest- 
serving and arguably, most well-liked 
employees.

Way back in the 70s, when Reston had 
about half its current population and South 
Lakes High School was getting set to open, 
an energetic 21-year-old man came to 
Reston and found work with the Reston 
Home Owners Association (RHOA.) Little 
did he know that a long and storied career 
was about to unfold. As a member of the 
construction crew, Dan quickly gained 
the respect of his co-workers for his many 
unique approaches to getting the work 
done, fixing the equipment that broke while 
getting the work done, or creating “new” 
equipment in the hopes the work would get 
done better! His knack for the jury rig would 
become legendary among the crews and 
mechanics.

As both Dan and Reston grew, and RHOA 
became RA, he gained additional skills and 
developed into a master craftsman. One 
would figure all those equipment fixes 
and work-a-rounds would lead him in this 
direction. Dan’s work talents and his gift of 
humor and conversation served him well 
with co-workers and citizens alike, and 
he grew into a supervisory position. He 
eventually became RA’s construction and 
repair manager, overseeing the maintenance 
of playgrounds, pathways, pavilions, bridges, 
benches and fences and anything else he 
believed needed to be fixed.

Along the way Dan got married and had 
two beautiful children, Alysia and Ryan, one 
of whom continues Dan’s legacy working 
for RA. Dan gained another son in Camilo 
when he married Edna 16 years ago. On 
a daily basis, co-workers were invited to 
hear about Dan’s precious grandchildren 
Gwen, Riley and Ava. Many of Dan’s long-
time co-workers grew up knowing Dan’s 
family and he theirs. Dan also had a love 
of music and was an accomplished guitar 

player, but he really shined when he picked 
up a harmonica — any harmonica. It did 
not matter what type of music someone 
wanted to play, or was playing, as Dan could 
seamlessly join in the fun. There were many 
occasions where a staff band would play 
and Dan relished these opportunities to 
entertain through music and the spoken 
word. 

Dan enjoyed telling stories, many of which 
were from his childhood growing up near 
Philadelphia. He loved the Philadelphia 
Eagles and was quick to correct those who 
ordered a steak and cheese by commenting 
“good day in the morning, it’s a cheesesteak!” 
Among his other activities, Dan’s 
gregarious nature and deep faith found 
him volunteering for many years for Prison 
Ministries at the Fairfax County Juvenile 
Detention Center.

And then there were boats. Oh, he had a 
love of the water! Whether to relax or fish or 
both (wait — fishing is relaxing!) Dan had 
boats that were notorious for not operating 
— once in the middle of the lake or river. 
But, he used that handyman sense of his and 
either fixed it or asked some other boater to 
tow him back to shore. And it never deterred 
him from going out again.

Dan’s last role at RA was as capital projects 
manager, overseeing large construction and 
renovation projects. Two of the outstanding 

highlights of his efforts include Nature 
House and Dogwood Pool. Dan took on 
his role at Nature House with a keen eye. 
His knowledge of the many trades made 
him a great fit to oversee the complex 
systems in place for both construction and 
energy conservation at Nature House. His 
last project, the Dogwood Pool renovation, 
was not easy and experienced a few fits 
and starts. Throughout this though, Dan’s 
friendly demeanor with the architect, 
engineer, contractor, the county and others 
was exemplary of how to keep a project 
moving and keep those involved energized. 
While value engineering the project well 
before breaking ground, Dan insisted the 
new pavilion remain, as this was sorely 
needed in that part of Reston (where Dan 
had lived for many years). It remained in the 
plans, was built, and at the grand re-opening 
of Dogwood Pool on Saturday May 11 at 
10 a.m., the “Dan Warfield Pavilion” will be 
dedicated with the community, project 
team, his friends, family and co-workers. In 
addition, two mosaics reflecting his love of 
music and the water will be dedicated at the 
pavilion.

Dan the Man, you are missed.
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The late Dan Warfield, Butler 
remembered, felt equally 
enthusiastic about the renovated 
picnic pavilion, which will be 
officially dedicated to Warfield’s 
memory and a memorial plaque 
will be placed at the May 11 
opening. Warfield, a 36-year 
RA employee who died last 
December at 56, was RA’s capital 
projects manager and its 2012 
Employee of the Year at the time 
of his death. His two biggest 
projects were Reston’s Nature 
House and the Dogwood Pool 
renovation. 

BUTLER REFLECTED 
HAPPILY, “IT 
ALL KIND OF 
GELLED. THE 
POOL, FOUNTAIN, 
PAVILION, THEY 
ALL WORK 
BEAUTIFULLY 
TOGETHER...  
ALL THAT’S 
LEFT [FOR THE 
FOUNTAIN] IS TO 
TURN IT ON.”

    
Janet Rems is chairman of the 
Initiative for Public Art-Reston’s 
Communications Committee. The 
former editor of The Reston Times, 

she regularly freelances for The Fairfax County 
Times and occasionally for Northern Virginia 
Magazine.     

DOGWOOD 
AMENITIES:

 � Three 25-meter lap lanes
 � Diving board
 � Zero depth entry
 � In-water seating
 � Play area with spray features
 � Grass and picnic area
 � Separate pavilion with built-in 

grills and seating
 � Seasonal water feature outside 

pool enclosure and available 
without a pool pass late spring 
through summer.

Left: The picnic pavilion 
dedicated to Dan Warfield. Top 
right: A water foutain for pool 
members and animal lovers in 
search of a quick sip of water. 
Bottom right: Handicap accessible 
showers for members.


