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RA’s
Partnerships
Make a Better,
Brighter
Community
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eston Association has
worked with several
community partnerships
over the years collaborating to maintain and
improve Reston community’s quality of life. A few of the organizations that have been working closely
with the Reston Association include
the Reston Community Center,
Southgate Community Center,
Initiative for Public Art-Reston,
YMCA Fairfax County Reston, and
Cornerstones. These partnerships
have enhanced the community experience, maintained the aesthetics
of Reston’s neighborhoods, and contributed to retaining home values.

RESTON COMMUNITY
CENTER (RCC)

In 2011, Reston Community Center
(RCC) began to reach out to several
community organizations to form
collaborative partnerships like the
Reston Association (RA).
Before its inception, the Reston
community felt strongly that there
was a need for a public community
space that encompassed a performance center, art and music classes,
a pool and more.
The RCC and RA have spent a significant amount of time to maximize
the output so it is affordable for all
to participate in RCC’s activities
and classes. “The alignment between
the two organizations’ missions and
the kinds of activities we pursue to
support the community makes it a
natural fit and [it] makes sense for
the two organizations to work together,” explained Leila Gordon,
RCC Executive Director.

SOUTHGATE
COMMUNITY CENTER
(SCC)

The second organization, Southgate
Community Center (SCC), was initially established to provide a safe
haven for kids to congregate after
school, specifically in the heart of
South Reston and Glade Corner.
From a large donation, SCC was
able to provide a computer lab for
kids and adults who don’t have access to a computer at home, a variety
of afterschool activities, and senior
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programs for seniors 55 and older,
such as Zumba and ESL.
RA has worked with SCC to improve the quality of the South

Reston community. It has been present at and sponsored several large
SCC events and programs; provided t-shirts for Community Day, and
supported the Latino Festival. SCC
returns the favor by sponsoring many
of RA’s events as well. “RA has gone
above and beyond to help us. We
run a summer camp where RA helps
by waiving fees or any other processes for kids to use RA pools, like
Dogwood. When Dogwood was under renovation, we moved to another
pool and RA provided transportation,” said SCC Executive Director
Richard Caballas.

INITIATIVE FOR PUBLIC
ART — RESTON (IPAR)

In 2008, Initiative for Public Art
— Reston (IPAR) created a worldclass public art master plan for the
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community. Founder Joe Ritchey
believed that public art would help
build a community and improve the
aesthetic value of Reston, which
was in line with RA’s mission, so
the partnership made sense from the
very beginning. RA was approached
in 2007 and Milton Matthews, then
RA Executive Director, felt public
art displayed in key places throughout Reston would have a huge impact on the community.
One of the first IPAR projects RA
supported was a mural under the
Glade Drive underpass. RA helped
with choosing the artists and presenting the concepts to IPAR’s board
of directors. Key RA staff also participated in the selection process. In
addition, RA provided equipment
and volunteers for a variety of projects. “Working in the collaborative
spirit…I’ve felt privileged, because it
doesn’t always happen. I sense that
from anyone I work with in [RA],
they are really open and willing to
listen and see how we can work
together…to make what I hope to
be a better Reston,” stated Anne
Delaney, IPAR Executive Director.
Some of the artwork IPAR has contributed to the community includes,
The Sun Boat at the Washington
Plaza in Lake Anne, The Orbs and
Reston Rondo at The Reston Town
Center, and the Book of Love at the
Reston Library.
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YMCA FAIRFAX
COUNTY RESTON

Another important partnership
has been with the YMCA Fairfax
County Reston, which just celebrated its 14th year serving the Reston
community. Before 2010, the YMCA
wasn’t as involved with the community. That soon changed when
several new YMCA board members
reached out to RA to form a collaborative relationship that would
benefit both organizations and
Restonians. Larry Butler, Senior
Director of Parks, Recreation and
Community Resources at RA, was
recruited to the YMCA board shortly after. “The collaboration of the
Y and RA, it’s paramount. We are
geographically located and 75%
of whom we serve is from Reston.
Everything we do is all about relationships. It connects real people
doing good work in the community,” explained YMCA Executive
Director Joseph Crawford.
Shortly after their partnership,
YMCA and RA put on their first
event together, the Reston Kid’s
Triathlon. YMCA continued to have
a bigger presence in the community,
participating in Bike to Work Day,
RA’s Relay Triathlon (for adults)
and its increased involvement with
the local Chamber of Commerce.
Fundraising has been a major part
of the YMCA’s focus, enabling the
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lower income community to participate in many YMCA programs,
like its preschool, camp programs,
and general membership.

CORNERSTONES

Cornerstones has worked to identify
and provide affordable housing for
the lower income residents in Reston
and has partnered with RA to provide better resources to this community. Both organizations have built
a healthy partnership that has benefited Reston as a whole. “It recognizes that we do live in a very diverse
community and people have very
different needs. [Both Organizations]
want people to be healthy and our
housing and neighborhoods to look
nice, which keeps home values [stable],” said Cornerstone CEO Kerri
Wilson.
RA has also offered reduced prices
for its pools and recreational facilities, as well as helped find money
and grants to improve the Cedar
Ridge community garden, where
funds were used to install fencing
and find water for the garden. The
help that RA has provided has improved the lives of many lower income families who would otherwise
not be able to experience many of
the benefits RA offers its residents.
RA has continued to find ways to
improve the lives of its lower income
residents, as well as maintain the

quality of Reston’s neighborhoods
and home values. To understand
how to improve the living situation of this community, RA has approached Cornerstones for several
years to survey its townhome residents to get a better sense of their
needs. Both organizations have collaborated to solve any neighborhood
concerns about homelessness and
crime. There was a recent concern
in Hunter Woods where residents
reported an increase in criminal activity. They also noticed more panhandlers and homeless people in the
area. Cornerstones, RA, and the local church worked together to come
up with solutions that would benefit Hunter Wood’s lower income
community and its other residents.
“We see Reston Association, like our
work, go deeply into the neighborhood,” said Wilson.
These partnerships have contributed to the values that Reston was
founded upon and have been in line
with RA’s mission, “to preserve and
enhance the Reston community
through outstanding leadership,
service and stewardship of our resources.” RA looks forward to continuing to work with these partnerships to provide a better Reston for
all to enjoy.
				
Jessica Bigger is a freelance writer
who lives in Reston.

