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Reston’s 
Signature 
Strength: 
Diversity 
BY LEILA GORDON  PHOTOS COURTESY OF INSIDE OUT 

W hat does your face 
stand for? How 
does your indi-
viduality contrib-
ute to the Reston 

community?  In September 2015, 
We Make Reston, an INSIDE OUT 
Project, will be created by the peo-
ple of Reston and coordinated by 
Reston Community Center and the 
Initiative for Public Art — Reston 
(IPAR). We Make Reston will fea-
ture large-scale photographic por-
traits representing the diverse faces 
of Reston. The exhibit will be un-
veiled at the Reston Multicultural 
Festival on Saturday, September 26 
at Lake Anne Plaza. The photos will 
remain on display four weeks; they 
will be in the Jo Ann Rose Gallery 
at RCC Lake Anne and outdoors 
if feasible.
 This project will contribute 
to a diversity dialogue that be-
gan 50 years ago when Reston was 
founded with the first racially inte-
grated housing policy in Virginia. 
September activities kick off com-
munity discussions occurring over 
the next several months. RCC and 
its partners hope these dialogs will 
help us reconnect to and sustain our 
founding values and how we live 
them. We will be exploring issues 
of diversity, disproportionality, how 
the justice system in our country 
functions and how we can achieve 

greater opportunity equity — not 
just equality. The We Make Reston 
exhibit will launch us beautifully 
by reminding us of our communi-
ty’s greatest strength — the multi-
tude of perspectives and histories 
our people bring to Reston. 
 We Make Reston is part of 
the international INSIDE OUT 
project — a global initiative with 
200,000 participants from more than 
112 countries and territories that 
was conceived by the French artist 
“JR.” A screening of the documen-
tary INSIDE OUT: The People’s Art 
Project will be presented by IPAR 
on September 22 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
CenterStage. Come find out how 
this work has galvanized commu-
nities with the simple premise that 
recognizing our common humanity 
can be transformative. 
 INSIDE OUT exhibits are large-
scale participatory efforts that trans-
form messages of personal identity into 
pieces of artistic work. Participants 
use black and white photographic 
portraits to discover, reveal and share 
the untold stories and images of peo-
ple around the world. These digitally 
uploaded images are made into post-
ers and sent back to the local project 
co-creators for exhibit in their own 
communities. Posters can be placed 
anywhere, from a solitary image in an 
office window, to a wall of an aban-
doned building, or in a full stadium. 

These exhibitions are documented, 
archived and made available online 
at www.insideoutproject.net/. 
 On September 26 at historic 
Lake Anne Plaza, Reston will add the 
stories and images of its community 
to the international INSIDE OUT 
movement when We Make Reston is 
unveiled at our Multicultural Festival. 
Everyone is welcome to come enjoy 
the diversity that is front and center 
at the celebration.
                      

Leila Gordon has been the RCC 
Executive Director since 2008.

RCC and IPAR celebrate 
Reston’s diversity with a 

large-scale photo exhibit on 
September 26 at Lake Anne.



WWW.RESTON.ORG | FALL 2015 19

THIS PROJECT WILL CONTRIBUTE TO A DIVERSITY 
DIALOGUE THAT BEGAN 50 YEARS AGO WHEN 
RESTON WAS FOUNDED WITH THE FIRST RACIALLY 
INTEGRATED HOUSING POLICY IN VIRGINIA.


