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The Art of 
Community 
Engagement 
How Volunteers Have Contributed to a Decade of  
Growth for Public Art Reston
BY ABIGAIL FUNDLING   PHOTOS COURTESY OF PUBLIC ART RESTON

B y and large, 
nonprofits are 
known for making 
a lot happen on a 
shoestring budget, 

and Public Art Reston is a key 
example of this.
 Since its inception in 
2007, Public Art Reston has 
facilitated the installation of 
twelve permanent and ten 
temporary public artworks in 
Reston. It also has presented 
numerous community-
engaging events, including 
films screenings, artist 
talks, chalk festivals, and 
co-operative educational 
programs like its annual site-
specific, temporary public 
art installation on the Lake 
Thoreau Spillway. To help make 
all of this happen, Public Art 
Reston relies on volunteers and 
community partners. 
 Throughout its decade-
long history, volunteers have 
been instrumental to the 
success of all its public art 
endeavors. Public Art Reston’s 
Board and five committees are 
composed solely of volunteers. 
These volunteers, whether 
they are giving their time at 
an event or on a committee, 
bring a level of enthusiasm 
and unique set of skills and 
expertise that are invaluable to 

the organization.
 “[Public Art Reston] 
has regularly organized 
and hosted events that are 

interesting, engaging and run 
very well,” says Ben Morse, 
a volunteer and artist who 
regularly participates in the 
organization’s chalk festivals. 
Morse published this comment 
on the GreatNonprofits 
website, which is a leading 
platform for community-
sourced stories about 
nonprofits. “These events have 
inspired me to volunteer with 
the organization as well to help 
ensure they can continuously 
provide the quality I've 
experienced. I always look 
forward to [Public Art Reston] 
events and am willing to 
participate whenever possible.”
 Evidence of volunteers’ 

diverse expertise and 
dedication can be seen in 
Public Art Reston’s various 
programs. In 2017, for example, 
it published Public Art Tour 
Series: Lake Anne, a self-guided 
walking tour of the public 
art at and around Reston’s 
historic heart, Lake Anne 
Village Center. The walking 
tour was the product of the 
donated talents of a special 
team of volunteers, including 
art historian and professor 
Phoebe Avery, who researched 
and wrote the book’s text; 
photographer Charlotte Geary, 
who photo-documented the 
artworks; and graphic designer 
Jen Sterling, who designed and 

“PUBLIC ART RESTON 
IS SUCH A GREAT 
CAUSE, AND THIS 
ORGANIZATION 
IS FILLED WITH 
WONDERFUL, 
PASSIONATE FOLKS. 
I'M NEW TO THE AREA 
AND JOINED A FEW 
MONTHS BACK. THEY 
HAVE WELCOMED ME 
[WITH] OPEN ARMS, 
ENCOURAGED MY 
IDEAS, AND SPARKED 
MY OWN CREATIVITY. 
THERE’S LOTS 
GOING ON, BUT NEW 
APPROACHES AND 
IDEAS ARE STRONGLY 
SUPPORTED.”

– Nicole Reynolds, 
Volunteer

Top: Art Historian Phoebe Avery leading a walking tour of Lake. 
Right: Face painter Becky Nelson volunteering at Public Art Reston’s ChalkFest 
at Reston Town Center 2017.  
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formatted the publication. 
 In addition, over the last 
year and a half, Public Art 
Reston has added Reston’s 
total public art inventory to the 
national database Public Art 
Archive, a feat that would not 
have been possible without 
the tireless dedication of 
volunteer Monica Reardon, 
who compiled and catalogued 
Reston’s inventory of almost 40 
public artworks.
 For five years, Public Art 

Reston has annually partnered 
with the Reston Association 
and the South Lakes High 
School STEAM Team in 
creating and installing the 
youth-led, temporary public 
art sculpture on the Lake 
Thoreau Spillway. The sculpture 
program, which grows each 
year in popularity and scale, 
has enjoyed the ongoing 
support and encouragement 
of the community. This 
project is made possible by 

the countless volunteer hours 
donated by longtime Restonian 
Marco Rando, a sculptor and 
art teacher, who guides and 
works side by side with the 
students and collaborates 
with professional engineers, 
architects and artists who 
donate their time to the 
project.
 Each year’s new events 
and projects attract engaged 
volunteers, both returning and 
new, who not only give their 

TOP: VOLUNTEERS AT PUBLIC ART 
RESTON’S 2017 CHALK ON THE 
WATER AT LAKE ANNE.  
LEFT: ARTIST AND TEACHER MARCO 
RANDO WORKING WITH THE SOUTH 
LAKES HIGH SCHOOL STEAM TEAM 
TO BUILD THE 2016 LAKE THOREAU 
SPILLWAY INSTALLATION SIMON.

LEARN MORE 
Public Art Reston is a 
group of civic leaders who 
represent Reston’s key 
community organizations. 
It seeks to inspire an 
ongoing commitment to 
public art and create a new 
generation of artworks in 
Reston. It imagines public 
art throughout Reston that 
inspires the community 
and engages the mind and 
senses. In 2008, Public Art 
Reston adopted the Public 
Art Master Plan for Reston 
that outlines a vision for 
public art in Reston, key 
opportunities for new 
projects and an action 
plan for success. Public 
Art Reston is a 501(c)(3) 
tax exempt, not-for-profit 
organization. Visit www.
publicartreston.org or call 
703-880-1177 to find out 
more or to get involved.
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time for the love of public art 
and their community but also 
are encouraged to collaborate 
on new ideas. 
 “Public Art Reston is 
such a great cause, and this 
organization is filled with 
wonderful, passionate folks,” 
says Nicole Reynolds, a 
volunteer who began working 
closely with the nonprofit in 
2017.” I'm new to the area and 
joined a few months back. They 
have welcomed me [with] open 
arms, encouraged my ideas 
and sparked my own creativity. 
There’s lots going on, but 
new approaches and ideas are 
strongly supported.”
 It would be impossible to 
celebrate Public Art Reston’s 
milestone 10th anniversary 
without acknowledging the 
massive role volunteers have 
played and will continue 
to play. “We are extremely 

grateful for the support 
and commitment of our 
volunteers,” says Anne Delaney, 
Executive Director of Public 
Art Reston. “Thanks to them, 
our impact in the community 
continues to grow.”
 Public Art Reston is 
always seeking volunteers 
for its events. The nonprofit 
will host its popular annual 
chalk festivals, Chalk on the 
Water at Lake Anne on June 9 
and 10 and ChalkFest at Reston 
Town Center on September 
14 and 15. To volunteer for 
these events or inquire about 
opportunities to serve on 
one of the organization's 
committees, please email info@
publicartreston.org. 
                    
Abigail Fundling is Public Art Reston’s Program 
Assistant and a local artist practicing in the 
Reston community. 


