
This past September, Public Art Reston made a Call to Artists to develop a site-
specific artwork that would enhance the exterior and interior walls of the Colts 
Neck Road underpass near Hunters Woods Village Center in Reston. The project 
will promote active use of the underpass 
that links residential areas, as well as Hunters 
Woods Village Center, two schools, two 
senior facilities, and two community centers. 
Indeed, this public artwork will enhance 
the community’s relationship to their 
infrastructure. It will also seek direct input 
from community stakeholders. The artist will 
actively engage neighborhood groups to help 
them develop the concept for the piece. 

In the next phase, students at nearby 
elementary schools will participate in artist-led workshops. These programs 
will not only enhance their art curriculum, but also provide an opportunity to 
create part of the artwork itself. Ultimately, this project will ask the artist to 
address the spirit of the Hunters Woods 
Neighborhood; respond to the cultural 
diversity of the community; and develop 
an artwork that enhances the structural 
fabric of the site.  

Such projects fulfill the goals of the Public 
Art Master Plan for Reston, which was 
adopted in December 2008, and identifies 
Reston’s underpasses as key locations for 
new artwork commissions.  By partnering 
artists with Reston’s elementary schools 
and community organizations these 
projects also seek to create civic engagement in permanent artworks 
in our public spaces.Some of Reston’s most wonderful public artworks 
were created by Gonzalo Fonseca in the North Shore Drive underpass as part of 
the original development of Lake Anne Village Center. In 2009, Public Art Reston, 
in partnership with Reston Association and Reston Community 
Center, commissioned its first permanent public artwork at 
the Glade Drive underpass. Valerie Theberge, Baltimore-based 
mosaic artist, created a mural and gave mosaic workshops to 
Hunters Woods Elementary School students. The results of those 
workshops were incorporated into the final work.  

Reston’s remaining 24 underpasses, however, have not benefited 
from such careful design or the integration of artworks. The 
public art project at the Colts Neck Road underpass will be 
the second location where a permanent public artwork will be 
commissioned at an underpass through the Public Art Reston 
process. This new project is taking place thanks to a public art 
proffer associated with Atlantic Realty Companies’ construction 
of Hunters Woods at Trails Edge Senior Living Community 
project, a new facility located next to the underpass. In addition 
to Atlantic Realty Companies’ financial contribution, Public Art 
Reston won project grants from ARTSFAIRFAX, the Virginia 
Commission for the Arts, the National Endowment for 
the Arts, and private donations. It is currently seeking 
additional financial support to help cover the costs for  
the project.  www.publicartreston.org

Lake Anne 
Underpass

CONTRIBUTOR: Public Arts Reston, 
a 501(c)3 non profit organization.
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ART IN RESTON UNDERPASSES

Artist:  
Gonzalo Fonseca

Artist:  
Valerie Theberge 
and Hunters Woods 
Elementary School 
students
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PUBLIC ART RESTON
Annual PARty!

PUBLIC ART RESTON seeks to inspire an
ongoing commitment to public art and create a new

generation of artworks in Reston. They recently
hosted their annual PARty Fundraising Event at the

new Reston Station JAHN Building’s top floor.
Guests enjoyed a night of art, hors d’oeuvres,

wine, and a 360-view of the whole region.

October 18, 2018
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