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cronyms are in abundance in this region of
government, military,
and corporate headquarters, and Reston
has its own fair share.
It’s not surprising that many
don’t know how it all breaks out
when it comes to who’s in charge of
what in Reston. As it’s not a ‘town,’
Reston doesn’t have the traditional
form of municipal governance that
many may be accustomed to. And,
alphabetically speaking, finding the
right institution can be confusing.
To help clarify, inform, and help you
find the right ‘department,’ here’s
a list of Reston’s leading organizations that cover the range of living,
working, and playing.

Clusters

You would know if you have one.
Many neighborhoods in Reston have,
in addition to RA, an elected board
of local residents who oversee their
cluster’s common areas, including
maintenance and collection of dues
to pay for the services of contractors.
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Cornerstones

Cornerstonesva.org
This regional social services safety net
helps families and individuals in need
on many levels, including housing,
food banks, day care, and more, and
operates the Embry Rucker Homeless
Shelter in Reston. Formerly known
as Reston Interfaith, the organization
underwent a name change in 2013.
Cornerstones is funded by donations,
tax dollars from Fairfax County, and
fundraising efforts. Their annual gala,
Best of Reston, is produced, along with
GRCC, to award volunteers and businesses in the community for their noble efforts.
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FOR
Friends of Reston

Reston.org
The FOR board of volunteers leads
charitable works in support of RA to
benefit a variety of community projects in Reston. Through donations
and fundraising events like the annual 5K Fund Run, storytelling nights,
and more, FOR provides RA camp
scholarships for children, benches,
nature and educational activities, and
its flagship achievement, the LEED
Gold Certified Nature House at the
72-acre Walker Nature Center on
Glade Drive, where FOR is based.

GRACE
Greater Reston Arts
Center

Restonarts.org
GRACE has been a leader in expanding the regional arts community since it was established in 1974.
Located at Reston Town Center,
GRACE operates the remarkable
annual Northern Virginia Fine Arts
Festival, and all year round, the gallery offers programs for all ages and
curated art exhibits.

GRCC
Greater Reston
Chamber of Commerce

Restonchamber.org
Established in 1982, the GRCC consists of regional corporations and
businesses of all sizes that form a
roster of more than 600 members
who work together in developing a
voice in government policies, networking, and special events of all
sizes, including Taste of Reston and
Oktoberfest.

IPAR
Initiative for Public Art
— Reston

Publicartreston.org
Community leaders created this
non-profit organization in 2007 to
develop a Public Art Master Plan
for Reston. They have documented
all of the works established since
1964, and support more for the future to inspire and engage the mind
and senses. Find all the destinations
online and on the hardcopy of the
RA map.

RA
Reston Association

www.reston.org
If you or your landlord pays annual
flat-rate dues to RA each year, you
are a member of RA, Reston’s largest organization. To determine RA’s
jurisdiction, get the excellent map
of Reston — published online and
in print — which is also a guide to
the trails and recreational spaces
around the community. RA is also
the publisher of Reston magazine,
which you are now reading. If in
doubt, contact RA for information
about anything in Reston, but in
a nutshell:
 RA oversees and maintains
our many pools, tennis courts,
open spaces, natural amenities,
trails, programs and events for
all ages, and summer camps
for tots to teens. RA also rules
the covenants, a set of procedures and guidelines to serve all
members in the continuation
of property standards that includes exterior remodeling and
paint colors, trees, and much
more. Beyond standard procedures handled by staff, there is
the RA Design Review Board
(DRB), a volunteer committee
that helps property owners seeking to make changes to their
properties.
 RA operates with a yearround staff of 90, plus seasonal staff, headed by CEO Cate
Fulkerson, and is governed by
a volunteer board of directors.
Each year, elections are held to
rotate new members into the
board. As the saying goes, it’s
a tough job but someone’s got
to do it. Then again, it’s also
an honor to be a part of this
democracy. Each board member represents all RA members,
and some a specific district in
Reston. RA also directs a variety of volunteer committees
to enhance and support community involvement and offerings. This is one of many ways
to “Get Involved” in Reston.

RES
Robert E. Simon, Jr.

This list of acronyms would be remiss without mention of our founder’s monogram, from which Reston’s
name is derived.

Reston Celebrates

Restoncelebrates.org
Established for Reston’s anniversary, this is a newer organization of a
variety of groups that support an
online hub with an ongoing list of
special events in the community.

RCA
Reston Citizens
Association

Restoncitizensassociation.
blogspot.com
RCA was founded in 1967 to promote and protect Reston's founding principles in the political arena
by serving as a non-partisan forum
and advocacy for all residents. This
is an action organization in which
every citizen has a voice, supported by donations and operated by
a board of volunteers representing
specific districts in Reston.

RCC
Reston Community
Center

Restoncommunitycenter.com
Reston’s residential and commercial property owners are in Small
District #5 of Fairfax County and
pay an additional tax of 4.7 cents per
$100 of assessed home value which
provides the funding for RCC buildings, programs and services. RCC
was established in 1979 by members of the community to further
enhance Reston’s sense of place.
RCC offers programs in the arts,
aquatics, recreation, and community events for all ages and interests and has two locations. At RCC
Hunters Woods there is an indoor
pool — the Terry L. Smith Aquatic
Center — and the 290-seat Center
Stage, a state-of-the-art theater that
hosts performances by community
arts organizations and professional
artists. RCC Lake Anne is home to
the Jo Ann Rose Gallery for local
artist exhibits, plus a ceramics studio, and fitness/wellness classrooms.

RHT
Reston Historic Trust

Restonmuseum.org
Our unique history is archived and
celebrated by RHT, which operates
Reston Museum, a storefront at Lake
Anne Plaza with informative displays and Reston wares. RHT consists of a volunteer board, two parttime staff, and a roster of volunteers,
supported by membership and donations. In addition to its ongoing informative programs backed by RCC,
RHT has been busy with the celebration of Reston’s 50th anniversary and the 100th birthday of our
founder in 2014, and frequent media inquiries about the success of
the development of this New Town.

RTC
Reston Town Center

Restontowncenter.com
True to the master plan of Reston,
the urban core for community gathering was developed by Mobil Land
Corporation in 1981 and opened
for business in October 1990. This
mixed-use center is a magnet for locals and visitors alike — a “downtown for the 21st century” — with
shopping, dining, entertainment, and
ice skating in winter under the glass
Pavilion. As shown on the website
directory, RTC boundaries are Reston
Parkway, New Dominion Drive, St.
Francis Street, and Bluemont Way
— it’s not a part of RA (see RTCA).
Some assume that Reston homes
were built up around RTC, rather
than the opposite. As Restonians
know, the community started in
1964 when the first residents moved
into their new town homes at Lake
Anne Village Center, then Hickory
Cluster, followed by a surge of single
family homes built in south Reston
in 1968 and through the 1970s, then
development of North Point in the
1980s.
Over the years, Reston Town Center
has received inquiries about ‘town’
information, asking for the municipal hall/mayor’s office/marriage license bureau, etc. Depending on
the information requested, callers
are usually directed to RA or RCC,
GRCC, or Fairfax County.

RTCA
Reston Town Center
Association
Restontc.org

RUCA
Reston Urban Core

Restontc.org
For the district of Reston Town Center,
RTCA is the Master Association for
the urban core that is separate and
apart from RA jurisdiction. The
boundaries of RTCA’s service area
are Reston Parkway, Baron Cameron
Avenue, Town Center Parkway, and
Sunset Hills Road. Since it was incorporated in 1988, RTCA provides
services to the various properties
within these boundaries, including
RUCA management of roads and
common areas, as well as additional
benefits to the larger Reston community. Think of Reston Concerts
on the Town in the Pavilion all
summer long, public art … that’s
RTCA at work.

Fairfax County

Fairfaxcounty.gov
Services that are not listed here
are likely under the jurisdiction
of Fairfax County. This is the government for Reston which collects
property taxes based on a rate established by the county’s assessed
market value of homes. Reston is
a Planned Residential Community
(PRC) that is overseen by the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors, including Cathy Hudgins, who is the
magisterial representative of our district, Hunter Mill.

VDOT
Virginia Department of
Transportation

Virginiadot.org
As in many communities in Virginia,
this is the government organization
that plows public roads, fills potholes, builds, repaves, and maintains the buffer areas of grass and
trees along some of our roadways.
1-800-FOR-ROAD is a useful number to remember for reporting related problems.
				
Carol Nahorniak, creative director
at Myers PR, lives, works, plays, and
gets involved in Reston.
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