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SHAPE UP
DANA ANN SCHEURER  (b. 1950)

Midtown Community Mural
2013
Keim paint on concrete
Reston Town Center
Map #1

Pileated Woodpecker
2018
Powder coated on mild steel
Walker Nature Center
Map #2
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https://publicartreston.org/project/midtown-community-mural/
https://publicartreston.org/project/pileated-woodpecker/
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LEARN

Reston is Scheurer’s home. It is also were she raised two daughters 
with her husband Mike and where she works as an artist. Over the 
years, Reston has not only inspired her art, but her art has inspired 
Reston! Many local landmarks show up in her pictures. Even Reston’s 
founder, Robert (“Bob”) E. Simon, Jr. appears in Midtown Community 
Mural. His silhouette stands behind an old-fashioned camera as if he 
is about to take a picture. He’ll take your picture too if you stand on 
the steps in front of him. Scheurer also celebrates Reston’s official 
bird with her Pileated Woodpecker bike racks. Both artworks are an 
important part of Reston! To see more artworks by Scheurer, check out 
her website. 

Who is Dana Ann Scheurer? 
This is the way Dana Ann Scheurer describes her artistic personality or 
style*. She wants her pictures to be fun to look at. That’s the whimsical 
part! The surprising way she combines so many different things in 
one image is the surrealist part. Surrealism is an art style from the 
past that focused on dreams and the imagination to make artwork 
that challenges our idea of what is real and not real. In the Midtown 
Community Mural, Scheurer does something similar with line and color 
to create playful and unexpected combinations of buildings, roads and 
everyday objects that seem to not only float but to also flow in and 
out of each other. The more you look, the more you will see! But don’t 
be fooled. Scheurer’s style is also serious fun because she puts a lot 
of time and thought into making her detailed and carefully arranged 
compositions look so carefree and spontaneous.

Scheurer is also a medal-winning triathlete! She represents Team 
USA in triathlons as far away as Switzerland. Reston holds triathlons 
for kids and adults too. Designing posters for some of these events 
has been a great way for Scheurer to combine her two passions! 
When she is designing such posters, she has to sit and be still for 
a long time. Training for triathlons is a way for Scheurer to get out 
all that pent up energy from the time she spends making her art. 
Scheurer really takes Reston’s motto, “live, work, play,” to heart! 
What do you like to do to get out some energy? 

A Whimsical Surrealist

A Local Artist

An Athlete 

Do you have a favorite style of art, clothing, food, 
or music that says something about you? Use 
this space to describe it in words and pictures!

*Go to page 10 to see the definitions for the words in bold! 

Do you know some famous landmarks? Draw one 
of your favorites here!

http://www.danascheurer.com/Home_Page.php
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WATCH
Click here to watch this rockin’ video on YouTube that shows all of the steps 
in the process of making the Midtown Community Mural from the first ideas 
Scheurer sketched on paper to the final painting on the wall.

Dana Ann Scheurer uses silhouettes in her artwork to respresent people and animals. 
Use this space to create your own silhouette of a pet or your favorite animal using an 
outline and filling it in!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRaZ16gUDns
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Can functional objects like bike racks also be works 
of art? We think so! Scheurer’s artist-designed bike 
racks for the Walker Nature Center are both useful 
and fun to look at. Robert Simon made public art an 
important part of Reston from the start by hiring 
artists to make play sculptures for Lake Anne Village 
Center back in the 1960s. These bike racks carry on 
this tradition. They also encourage us to hop on our 
bikes for a ride starting at the Walker Nature Center. 
Scheurer would approve!

The artist came up with three unique designs for 
the bike racks. She shows us the shape of the 
woodpecker in flight, perched in a tree and even 
the special kind of rectangular-shaped hole it 
makes with its beak in a tree trunk. These designs 
transform something we might take for granted 
into something special, something that can add a 
moment of visual delight to our day. Scheurer also 
draws our attention to what they do at the nature 
center. In art, we call this site-specific or making 
something that connects an artwork to a particular 
spot.

What kind of artistic bike racks would you design? 
Keep in mind they need open spaces to attach a 
bike lock. Your design could be based on a favorite 
activity, animal, book or game character or be 

EXPLORE

related to a particular place like the Walker Nature 
Center. Draw some ideas in the space below or on 
a separate piece of paper. (And please share them 
with us using #publicartreston or email photos to 
info@publicartreston.org. We’d love to see what you 
come up with!) Check out page 9 to see Scheurer’s 
drawing of her bike rack design! 

https://www.reston.org/Parks,RecreationEvents/NatureEnvironmentalResources/WalkerNatureCenter/WalkerNatureCenterOverview/tabid/178/Default.aspx
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Scheurer likes the straight lines and geometric 
shapes of buildings. She uses them to give a 
“structure” to her pictures. Once she has created 
her collection of buildings and the outlines of other 
objects in black, she uses watercolor to brighten her 
scenes and add those whimsical details that make 
her artworks so lively and fun. Many artists also 
inspire Scheurer. Search the Internet for pictures 
by some of her favorites like Pablo Picasso, Henri 
Matisse and Fernand Léger. These artists are known 
as Cubists because of the way they take things apart 
and put them back together in a picture by showing 
them from different angles at once.

Let Midtown Community Mural inspire your own 
whimsical “cubist” or “surreal” cityscape. Using a 
ruler and a pencil, create a collection of lines that 
make up a skyline of different heights and sizes. Fill 
them in with more geometric and organic shapes. 
Go back over the lines in black marker. Then fill in 
these spaces by painting them in watercolors (or 
other coloring materials if you prefer), with more 
shapes and some favorite objects to make the scene 
your own. 

MATERIALS:
• Pencil, black marker & watercolors* 
• Ruler & paint brush
• Paper

*Search the Internet for homemade watercolor 
recipes using common household items or use  
this one.

PAINT A CITYSCAPE (All ages, but younger 
children may need assistance)

You may have seen some of the many designs 
Scheurer has created over the years to help 
promote Reston events including the Kids Triathlon 
and the Reston Home Tour. Her designs are also 
often made into postcards for promotional mailings. 

Do you have an event or activity you would like to 
promote? What visual details would you include in 
your postcard to tell people in pictures something 
special about this event? Create a postcard using 
images and the fewest words possible (or no 
words at all!) to describe the event or activity. Your 
postcard could invite someone for a walk or ice 
cream. When you are done send your postcard to a 
friend or relative. And please share your postcard 
with us at #publicartreston or email a photo to 
info@publicartreston.org.

MATERIALS:
• Paper or heavier cardstock (and a stamp!)*
• Pencils, markers, paints, ruler

*Post cards need to be either a minimum of 3-1/2” x 
5” or maximum 4-1/2” x 6” rectangles

CREATE A POSTCARD (All ages, but younger 
children may need assistance)

CREATE:  
AT HOME

https://www.marthastewart.com/265249/how-to-make-watercolor-paint
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CREATE:  
AT HOME
Color in Dana Ann Scheurer’s drawing of Midtown Community Mural below! The artist likes 
to play a game of hide and seek in her artworks. What familiar Reston sites can you find in 
Midtown Community Mural? Can you spot one of Reston’s public artworks here?
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CREATE:  
AT HOME
Color in Dana Ann Scheurer’s poster design for the 2015 Reston Kids Triathalon! 
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There is so much to see in the Midtown Community Mural. While you look at the painting ask yourself what it makes 
you FEEL, THINK and WONDER. As you look more closely think about:

• How would you describe the colors, shapes and lines?
• How would you describe this picture for someone who can’t see it?  
• What seems real? What seems unreal?
• What would you like to ask Scheurer about her work?

Now go on a scavenger hunt! Fill in the blanks with things you find – in words or pictures – as you look closely at 
Midtown Community Mural. Find something...

That is round 

That is square

That is triangular

That is yellow

That is red

That travels

That points

That wags

That floats

That has a mouth

That has a ring

That curves

That sprays

Now make a scavenger hunt of your own! Find things to photograph using the descriptions listed here while taking a 
walk outside. Add your own categories too! Zoom in on some details and ask your family and friends to guess what 
the places and objects are. And while you are visiting the mural, let Bob take a picture of you! Scheurer designed this 
scene so that you can stand on the stairs at the same level with the silhouette of Robert Simon so that it will look like 
he is taking your picture. 

Public Art Reston also has scavenger hunts of details of the many public artworks around the community! Did you 
know that there are more than fifty? Print out the Public Art Is Everywhere activity pages (in English or Spanish) on 
our Public Art Activities web page and go on some more art adventures around town!

CREATE:  
ON SITE

https://publicartreston.org/discover/public-art-activities/
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WORDS TO KNOW
Composition: 

Cubists: 

Landmark: 

Mural: 

Organic: 

Silhouette: 

Site-Specific: 

Style: 

Surrealism:

Triathlete: 

Whimsical:

Placement or arrangement of the visual elements such as lines, colors 
and shapes to make a work of art

Artists working in a style that aims to show all of the possible 
viewpoints of a person or an object all at the same time

An object or a feature of a landscape or town that has importance or 
makes a place easily recognizable 

Large painting or mosaic made directly on a wall

Curvy or irregular shapes like those found in nature

A dark shape and outline of someone or something visible against a 
lighter background

Created to exist in a particular space and that takes that location and 
often its history into account when designing and planning the artwork

Particular type of artwork identified by a common appearance  

An early 20th century art style that explored dreams and the unknown 
for subject matter 

Someone who competes in events that include swimming, biking and 
running

Unusual in a playful or amusing way

Drawing of Pileated Woodpecker by Dana Ann Scheurer



Project Director — Anne Delaney
Research and texts — Phoebe Avery
Design and illustrations — Abigail Fundling
Photography — Public Art Reston

Special thanks to Dana Ann Scheurer for her generous 
contributions to these activity pages.

Public Art Reston seeks to inspire an ongoing commitment to 
public art and create a new generation of artworks in Reston. 

Public Art Reston is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization and 
contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.

publicartreston.org

© Public Art Reston 2020
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