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Unveiling of “Water and Warmth” Mural

at Lake Anne Elementary School
Supervisor Walter Alcorn led the Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony

Reston, VA, October 2, 2024 — Public Art Reston unveiled its new mural, “Water and Warmth”,
by artist Shawn James of Mural Masters. The ribbon-cutting ceremony, held on August 15,
2024, was attended by key community leaders, including Hunter Mill District Supervisor Walter
L. Alcorn; Maggie Parker, Chair of the Public Art Reston Board; Jill Stuart, Principal of Lake Anne
Elementary School; Leila Gordon, Executive Director of the Reston Community Center; and Pat
Macintyre, artist and owner of Reston Art Gallery & Studios at Lake Anne, along with parents,
children, and school staff.

“We are very pleased to have had this opportunity to deliver a beautiful and meaningful mural
to Lake Anne Elementary School,” said Maggie Parker. “The students, the teachers, and Fairfax
County Public Schools were incredibly supportive, working collaboratively with Public Art
Reston and artist Shawn James of Mural Masters,” she added.

The ribbon-cutting was led by Supervisor Alcorn, artist Shawn James, and Lake Anne
Elementary School staff, including Principal Jill Stuart, Makenzy O’Flynn, and Tasha Simmons.

Afterward, children decorated notebook covers with stickers and markers. “It was a hot day,
and the children had so much fun,” said Macintyre. “They used almost every single sticker!
Some of them even wrote a story in it and made a sketchbook. There was also a musician on
site,” she explained. “Water and Warmth” is a permanent installation, supported by an
ArtsFairfax project grant and a donation from Mark & Cathy Baum. The mural is part of Public
Art Reston’s mission to enhance the community with public art that inspires both younger and
older generations.

The mural incorporates images of children, including a young girl reading. Dolphins,
representing the Lake Anne Elementary School mascot, can also be seen. The dominant blue,
underwater-themed wall was chosen to match the playground, while the adjacent “warm” side



features woodland animals commonly found in the region. The design also includes elements
like trees and the sun, enhancing the natural ambiance. This new mural aligns with the school’s
nature programming, including its gardens and the pollinators they attract. The goal was to
bring together these elements in a cohesive and meaningful way.

More information about “Water and Warmth” can be found at:
https://publicartreston.org/2024/08/01/water-and-warmth/

Public Art Reston was founded in 2007 by Reston civic and community organizations and
leaders. A 501©(3) non-profit, Public Art Reston documents existing public art, commissions
new public artworks and supports the creation of works by other community stakeholders.
Over the past 14 years, its work has been guided by a Public Art Master Plan for Reston,
adopted in 2008. For more information about Public Art Reston’s projects and programes, visit
www.publicartreston.org

Public Art Reston is located at 12001 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston, VA 20191 — 703-880-1177

Find us on: PublicArtReston.org | Facebook | Instagram | LinkedIn | YouTube
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