
PUBLIC ART 
PROJECT OPTIONS

DEVELOPER’S 
CHECKLIST :



The Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan encourages a commitment to 
public art in new development projects in Reston. This applies both 
to private and public development projects. The Public Art Master 
Plan for Reston is referenced specifically in the Comprehensive Plan 
Policy. Developers who demonstrate support for public art by providing 
voluntary commitments to integrate public art into their proposed Reston 
developments during the land development process within Fairfax County 
should choose from three options: (1) commission public art on-site; (2) 
commission public art off-site in accordance with the Public Art Master 
Plan for Reston; or (3) contribute sufficient funds to the Public Art Reston 
Public Art Fund as may be established by the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors.  

Please use the following checklist to guide your selected Public Art 
Project Option.



IF COMMISSIONING PUBLIC ART ON-SITE   (Option #1)
Step 1: Review Complete Guide for 
Developers to Public Art in Reston. 

Step 2: Meet with Public Art Reston 
staff, in conjunction with filing any land 
development application, to assess 
opportunities to integrate public art on-
site and to discuss the appropriate-ness 
of an off-site commission or a Public Art 
Reston Public Art Fund contribution as 
an alternative to an on-site commission. 
The Public Art Reston Public Art Fund 
will be used by Public Art Reston to bring 
additional public art to Reston and further 
the goals of the Public Art Master Plan for 
Reston. Contact Anne Delaney, Public Art 
Reston Executive Director, to arrange a 
meeting.  

Step 3: Prior to issuance of Clearing, 
Grading, and Demolition Permit:

•	 Develop a Project Plan and designate
•	 a project management team (that may 

include internal project managers 
or an art consultant) to manage 
the public art commission and help 
select an artist. The Guidelines for 
Contributions, in Option #3 below, 
provides a budgetary guideline for 
commissioning on-site public art.  

For an On-Site Commission:

•	 Select an Artist or narrow selection to 
three (3) Artists;

•	 Present Artist (s) qualifications and 
Artist concept(s) to PAC;

•	 Incorporate PAC feedback and meet 
again as needed to share revisions.

Step 4: Prepare artist contract in 
accordance with the Visual Artists Rights 
Act of 1990, as may be amended. 

Step 5: Prior to issuance of building 
permit, present the artist’s final concept 
to the PAC for review. See Complete Guide 
for Developers to Public Art in Reston for

       Follow the process for Commissioning       
       Public Art On-Site found in the 
       Complete Guide for Developers to 
       Public Art in Reston.
•	 Present Project Plan to Public Art 

Reston staff and the Public Art 
Committee (PAC) within 60 days of 
zoning approval and/or site plan 
approval. Follow the Project Plan 
process in the Complete Guide for 
Developers to Public Art in Reston.



in-interest will be responsible for the care 
and maintenance of any public artwork it 
commissions. 

•	 Off-Site Location Selection;
•	 Coordination with Property Owner of 

Off-site Location;
•	 Transfer of funds to Public Art Reston 

Public Art Fund Project may be 
coordinated by Public Art Reston staff.

Step 1: Review Complete Guide for 
Developers to Public Art in Reston. 

Step 2: Meet with Public Art Reston 
staff, in conjunction with filing any land 
development application, to discuss the 
appropriateness of an off-site commission. 
The Guidelines for Contributions, in Option 
#3 below, provide a budgetary guideline 
for commissioning off-site public art.  
Contact Anne Delaney, Public Art Reston 
Executive Director,  
(annedelaney@publicartreston.org/ 
703-880-1177) to arrange a meeting to 
discuss the following:

In this case, Public Art Reston would

IF COMMISSIONING PUBLIC ART OFF-
SITE (Option #2)

what the presentation should include and 
the criteria the PAC will use to evaluate 
the concept. Once the PAC has reviewed 
the concept, the Developer will work with 
the Artist through final design, fabrication 
and installation of the work.

Step 6: Unless otherwise specified in 
zoning proffers, development conditions 
or other approvals, install public art prior 
to the release of the landscape bond or 
escrow for the site.

Step 7: Upon installation, submit to Public 
Art Reston documentation of the artwork, 
maintenance plan, final cost, copyright 
agreement, proof of insurance (noting 
Fairfax County as additionally insured), 
and an agreement on placement of an 
Public Art Reston-supplied public art sign. 
The Developer should also designate any 
successor-in-interest who will assume the 
responsibilities for care and maintenance 
of the public art.  Public Art Reston is 
available to assist the Developer with any 
unveiling or other publicity and/or public 
education associated with the addition of 
public art to the site. 

Step 8: The Developer or its successor-



IF CONTRIBUTING TO THE PUBLIC ART 
RESTON PUBLIC ART FUND (Option #3) 

Step 1: Review Complete Guide for 
Developers to Public Art in Reston. 

Step 2: Meet with Public Art Reston 
staff, in conjunction with filing any land 
development application, to discuss 
the Public Art Fund contribution. 
Contributions to the Public Art Fund shall 
be used by Public Art Reston to bring 
additional public art to Reston and further 
the goals of the Public Art Master Plan for 
Reston. Contact Anne Delaney, Public Art 
Reston Executive Director,  
(annedelaney@publicartreston.org/ 
703-880-1177) to arrange a meeting.

Step 3: No later than the time of initial 
application for the building permit, deliver 
the contribution to the Public Art Reston 
Public Art Fund. 

The Guidelines for Contributions are as 
outlined below.** The option selected 

undertake the steps for an on-site 
commission in partnership with the 
Property Owner.

should be that which best meets the 
size and character of each individual 
application.

Commercial and/or Mixed Use and/or 
Governmental and/or Institutional:* 
Progressive Fee: $0.50/Gross sq ft per 
building

Residential (Market Rate): 
Progressive Fee: $0.25/Gross sq ft per 
building

Residential (Affordable): 
Progressive Fee: $0.13/Gross sq ft per 
building

*Library, hospital school, government 
center, police station, etc.

**Guidelines for Contributions do not 
include fees for Public Art Manager/
Consultant hired to manage artist 
selection and project



FEEDBACK
The purpose of this Developer’s Checklist is to engage the 
Development Community in the continued expansion of 
public art in Reston. Should you have any suggestions for 
improvements to this Checklist or the procedures, which it 
describes, please send your comments to Public Art Reston.

TO LEARN MORE
For more information, please contact Public Art Reston at 
703.880.1177 or by email at 
info@publicartreston.org


